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Your film script is the tool that shows how your story
will be told on the screen through a series of scenes.
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INT. LOUNGE. LATE AFTERNOON.

DEREK (16) is dressed casually in jeans, t-shirt and
mismatched socks. He hasn’t washed for a few days. He is lying
on a battered sofa in the lounge of a suburban family home.

DEREK tries to read a magazine but throws it aside after a few
seconds. He checks his mobile phone: no messages.

DEREK f{licks the T'V on using a remote.

An alien-abduction film fills the screen, bright colours, shouts
and screams explode into the room. DEREK immediately sits
up and to watch it: he is transfixed.

DEREK

Woooow! I wish...!

Suddenly, a loud crash and huge bang! Smoke fills the room.

DEREK
Aaarh! What’s happening? LET ME GO!

ROBOT

Engage the laser beam! Capture the human specimen!

A green laser beam cuts through the smoke, DEREK levitates
off the sofa....
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There are three areas you should pay particular
attention to when writing your script: structure,
characters and dialogue.
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Activity: Show, don't tell

Visual storytelling is where you tell your story through
action rather than dialogue. For example, instead of
having your character shout, “I am so ANGRY!" you could
show them slamming a door, frowning and kicking a
chair. To move your story on, instead of having your
character saying, “I'm going to steal the robot’'s gun and
escape!” you could show him looking from the robot to
the gun and then to the door of the spaceship.

How has the scriptwriter conveyed Derek’s
boredom in the example script above?

Write some action that could replace the
following pieces of dialogue in a script:

“I'm hungry!”

“I've lost the cat!”
‘I'm so tired!”

‘I'm late for schooll”

When you write your script, remember to use a
combination of dialogue and action to tell your story.
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